DO YOU KNOW WHO TIM BERNERS-LEE IS?
by William B. Brunk, 33° SGIG in North Carolina

JANUARY-FEBRUARY 2015

as an excuse to riot, to burn buildings, to destroy businesses, and to ravage lives. Peaceful
protest and non-violent resistance, as advocated by those such as Mohandas Gandhi,
Martin Luther King, Lech Walesa, and others, have their place and have accomplished a
great deal of good in so many places around
the globe. Rioting and destruction such as
that seen in Ferguson does great harm, and
only serves to divide a community and nation further.
Our Scottish Rite principles teach that we should stand up for that
which is right and that we should not countenance actions that are
born of hatred, expediency, greed, or any other unworthy, dishonoruring the years of 1989 to 1991, Tim Berners-Lee was one of the able, or despicable motivations. It is time for our society to put an end
leading innovators of new technology that led to the develop- to behavior such as that seen in Ferguson and promote more approment of the World Wide Web, or the Internet. A 1976 graduate in priate means to address grievances. Injustices will always exist – such
Physics from Oxford University, he is currently the director of the is the nature of human behavior. By reaching out to greater numbers
World Wide Web Consortium, the group that sets technical standards and promoting the time-tested principles of our forefathers, Freemafor the Web. And what an incredible creation the internet is! It allows sonry and the Scottish Rite can make a difference. Perhaps the new
instant communication virtually anywhere in the world, provides en- year will give us further opportunities to do so. 
tertainment beyond our dreams, and furnishes information distribution never before thought possible.
LODGE OF PERFECTION MEETINGS
Recently, I was able to sit down at my computer and look up the
Asheville, 2nd Thursday of each month
house that my family lived in prior to our move to North Carolina.
(Advisory Council 5:00pm, Dinner 6:30pm and Stated Meeting 7:00pm)
My dad, a sales director for Scott Paper Company, one day in 1953
Charlotte, 1ST Wednesday of each month
(Advisory Council 5:30pm, Dinner 6:30pm and Stated Meeting 7:30pm)
informed the family that a job transfer was going to move us to the
Franklin, 2nd Monday of each month
Charlotte area. I’ve enjoyed living in North Carolina for over sixty
(Dinner 6:00pm & Stated Meeting 7:00pm)
years, but I wanted to see what my old neighborhood looks like today.
Greensboro, 2nd Wednesday of each month
Thanks to Google Maps, I was able to locate it exactly, and a street
(Dinner 6:30pm & Stated Meeting 7:30pm)
New Bern, 2nd Monday of each month
view revealed the one-story brick house that now occupies the lot
(Dinner 6:30pm & Stated Meeting 7:30pm)
where our old two-story frame house once stood.
Raleigh, 2nd Thursday of each month
When we lived there, it was a quiet neighborhood, with tree-lined
(Dinner 6:30pm, Advisory Council 7:00pm, and Stated Meeting 7:30pm)
Wilmington, 2nd Thursday of each month
streets, a nearby stream where we could catch crawfish, and a street
(Advisory
Council 5:30pm, Dinner 6:30pm, Stated Meeting 7:30pm)
light where we played kick-the-can until well after dark on warm
Winston-Salem, 2nd Thursday of each month
summer nights. I remember walking home from school in the second
(Dinner 6:00pm, Advisory Conference 6:30 pm, Master Craftsman&KSA 7pm, Stated 7:30pm )
and third grades, a walk of about thirty minutes. There was a bakery
For more information, call the General Secretary in your Valley
Rick Patton (Asheville). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 828-253-9911
along the way at which my friends and I could buy a loaf of French
D. C. Heilman (Charlotte). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 704-918-3797
bread for ten cents when we were lucky enough to have any money in
Marty Fischer (Franklin). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 828-253-9911
our pockets). The decade of the fifties was a peaceful one, filled with
Donald Kehler (Greensboro).  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 336-275-3579
warm memories for those of us who were around back then.
William Dill (New Bern).  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 252-638-4031
Luigi Ammons (Raleigh).  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 919-834-8873
Something has happened to that neighborhood. It’s recently been
Ace Everett (Wilmington). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 910-762-6452
overcome by thugs, many of whom don’t even live in the same state.
S. Ray Ashby (Winston-Salem).  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 336-723-1217
My old address, 44 Lee Avenue in Ferguson, Missouri is just one block
Michael May (Raleigh), Editor In Chief .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 919-481-0425
from an area torn apart by people who used a grand jury decision
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THE VALLEY OF ASHEVILLE

THE VALLEY OF CHARLOTTE

by: John M. Burchfield 33°, Venerable Master

by D. C. Heilman, 32°KCCH, Valley Secretary

VALLEY OF FRANKLIN/VALLEY OF ASHEVILLE JOINT REUNION
The Valley of Franklin and Valley of Asheville held a joint
Reunion on Saturday, October 25th, conferring the 4th - 31st
Degrees. The 32nd degree was conferred on Thursday, Nov.
13th, just prior to the Valley of Asheville’s Lodge of Perfection meeting.
The 32nd Degree Team was under the direction of Ill.
James Medlin 33°. Assisting was Ill. Martin Fischer 33°- Personal Representative, Ill. Rick Patton 33° - Valley General
Secretary, Ill. Jim Joiner 33°, Ill. Todd Lancaster 33°, Brother
Bill Black 32° K.C.C.H. and our Prelate, Brother Henry C.
Hilliard Jr. 32°.
After the 32°, the candidates’ were congratulated and they
and their guests enjoyed dining and fellowship with both of
the Valley’s Officers’ and degree team. The Valley’s K.S.A.,

under the direction of Brother Johnnie Kinnard 32°, assisted
the guests and served the meal for the evening.
The highlight of the evening was enjoyed by all with a
simple, yet graceful ring ceremony. Past Grand Master and
Ill. Berry W. Rigdon 33°, and our Personal Representative, Ill.
Martin Fischer 33°, presented each candidate with their 14°
ring and 32° Scottish Rite Patent. This special one-day reunion yielded twenty-six new Scottish Rite Masons for both
Valleys.
After the ring ceremony the Lodge of Perfection elected
the new officers for 2015. Brother Jack Williams 32° K.C.C.H.
was elected the new Venerable Master for the Valley of Asheville. After the election everyone reassembled in the dining
hall for dessert and refreshments. 


THE VALLEY OF FRANKLIN

ELECTION OF OFFICERS

A

t their November meeting, the following officers were elected by the Valley of Franklin: VM Lee Whittaker, SW Chuck
Burt, JW Marc Bryson, MC Donnie Wallace, EXP John Glenn, AE Joe Ripley, CofH George Durden, Almoner Allan
Campbell, Treasurer Bobby Willover, Secy Rick Patton. Knightmaster will be Jerry Parker.
A joint Installation was held with the Valley of Asheville on December 11th.
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LODGE OF PERFECTION SCHEDULE
This is the schedule for the Valley of Charlotte Scottish Rite for the year 2015. Dinners require a reservation which can be
made by emailing the office at office@charlottescottishrite.com or phone at 704-365-3579. Office hours are Monday through
Thursday, 8:30am to 4:30 pm.
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 7
5:30 pm – Advisory Conference
6:30 pm – Stated Dinner
7:30 pm – Stated Meeting
Open - Lodge of Perfection
Chapter Rose Croix
Council of Kadosh
14th Ring Ceremony
2015 Officer Installation
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 4
6:30 pm – Stated Dinner
7:30 pm – Stated Meeting
Open – Lodge of Perfection
Consistory
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4
5:30 pm – Advisory Conference
6:30 pm – Stated Dinner
7:30 pm – Stated Meeting
Open – Lodge of Perfection
Chapter Rose Croix
Council of Kadosh
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 11
7:00 pm – Lawrence Kapitany
Study Group
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1
6:30 pm – Stated Dinner
7:30 pm – Stated Meeting
Open – Lodge of Perfection
Maundy Celebration
FRIDAY, APRIL 24
Spring Reunion
SATURDAY, APRIL 25
Spring Reunion
WEDNESDAY, MAY 6
5:30 pm – Advisory Conference
6:30 pm – Stated Dinner
7:30 pm – Stated Meeting
Open – Lodge of Perfection
Chapter of Rose Croix
Council of Kadosh
Consistory

WEDNESDAY, MAY 13
7:00 pm – Lawrence Kapitany Study
Group
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 3
6:30 pm – Stated Dinner
7:30 pm – Stated Meeting
Open – Lodge of Perfection
1965 Spring Class 50 year awards
2015 Spring Class 14th Ring
Ceremony
JULY AND AUGUST
Lodge of Perfection – Dark
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2
5:30 pm – Advisory Conference
6:30 pm – Stated Dinner
7:30 pm – Stated Meeting
Open – Lodge of Perfection
Chapter of Rose Croix
Council of Kadosh
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9
7:00 pm – Lawrence Kapitany S.G.
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2
7:00 pm – Feast of Tishri Celebration
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 7
6:30 pm – Stated Dinner
7:30 pm – Stated Meeting
Open – Lodge of Perfection
Consistory
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 23
Fall Reunion
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24
Fall Reunion
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 4
5:30 pm – Advisory Conference
6:30 pm – Stated Dinner
7:30 pm – Stated Meeting
Open – Lodge of Perfection
Chapter of Rose Croix
Council of Kadosh
1965 Fall Class 50 year
presentations

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 11
7:00 pm – Lawrence Kapitany Study
Group
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 21
Orient of North Carolina Honors
Celebration – Winston-Salem
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2
6:30 pm – Stated Dinner
7:30 pm – Stated Meeting
Open – Lodge of Perfection
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THE RITENEWS OF NORTH CAROLINA

THE RITENEWS OF NORTH CAROLINA

THE VALLEY OF GREENSBORO

THE VALLEY OF NEW BERN

by A. Gene Cobb 33° - Personal Representative

by Steve Burgess 33°

EMBRACING CHANGE

T

he new year always brings surprises. Sometimes surprises
are wonderful things. Throughout the degrees of the Blue
Lodge and the Scottish Rite, surprises in the form of great moral
lessons unfold and our response to these surprises yields a lifetime of service both to the fraternity and to the world. Surprises
can also be problematic for those who like to plan and have
everything go according to the rule book. Like an unwelcome
guest, surprises force us to change the way we look at things, the
way we proceed, and even the anticipated outcome we may have
hoped to celebrate. It should come as no surprise that snow and
ice are part of the winter season. As we plan our lives through

MASONIC EDUCATION

this cold and slippery season, sometimes the weather will surprise us with a cancellation or delay. How we handle the surprises of winter says a lot about who we are and what we are. As Masons, we are taught important lessons about time, patience, and
perseverance. The changes of the seasons, like the changes of
life, are constant reminders that something wonderful is about
to unfold before us if we would simply seize the opportunity to
embrace it. Even with such a reassurance, I confess that I prefer
not to be surprised. Yet, I have to admit: each surprise is an opportunity to grow, to learn, to improve because the brighter and
warmer day is on its way! 


THE VALLEY OF GREENSBORO
by Ben Wallace, 32°, KCCH

T

THE VALLEY OF GREENSBORO

es. This means that we need more members to become engaged
in the work. This requires even more structure to accommodate
the ever growing numbers of engaged members, and the whole
thing just self-perpetuates.
If you are a new member, we have a job for you. Tim Parker,
32°, KCCH, is in charge of new member engagement. If you have
an interest in serving in any capacity in the Valley…contact Tim
and he will put you in touch with a team leader.
If you are a seasoned member who is not actively engaged as
you would like to be, contact either Chris Wright, 33°, or myself.
We will find a job that is a fit for you.
Greensboro is moving in the right direction, but we need
your help to continue what we have started. If you want to be a
part of our resurgence, make a phone call and we will gladly find

you a place on the team!
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THE VALLEY OF NEW BERN
by Steve Burgess 33°
The Valley of New Bern would like to congratulate and recognize one of its own. On Tuesday, July 29th, 2014 Illustrious Asa B. Buck III, 33° was elected President of the North
Carolina Sheriff’s Association. Asa graduated from East Carolina University with a Bachelor of Science in criminal justice and was elected Sheriff of Carteret County in November
2006. He attended the North Carolina Sheriff’s Association
Leadership Institute in 2008. Since taking office Sheriff Buck
has instituted several community outreach and recognition
programs to bring the community and the Sheriff’s Officer
together. Asa received statewide recognition for his “Pills
Can Kill” initiative. This program identifies the danger of allowing outdated and un-needed prescription medication to
accumulate in areas where children and addicts can gain access. He organized a turn-in program within his department

I

and has already collected over one million
dosage units. These are pills that will not
find their way into little hands or criminals
pockets.
Asa is a member of Franklin Lodge
No. 109. He has been active in the Scottish
Rite for quite some time and is Master of
the Fouth Apartment of the Thirtieth Degree. He is currently Assistant Director of
the Work for the Valley. Asa was coroneted
Inspector General Honorary 33° in Noven
ber 2013 in Charlotte. 
Illustrious Asa Buck lll 33°

KSA IN ACTION

by Ben Wallace, 32°, KCCH

e are taught in our Ceremony of Remembrance and Renewal that “As nature offers gifts of renewal following the
dead of winter, she reminds us that she is immortal and that from
apparent death springs life eternal”. With preparations underway
for our reunion you can sense a change in the weather, both
inside and outside of the Temple. This Valley is experiencing a
rebirth of sorts. We are reintroducing practices that were abandoned in favor of expediency. Quality and depth are becoming
the watchwords of the brethren and Knights. The young men
are buzzing with excitement and the old men are proud to see
the Scottish Rite Masonry that they remember from their past
returning to our Temple. This reunion is dedicated to MWB Bill

he had us thinking that we might
know it too! He presented new
ideas and concepts that most of us
had not considered and explained
“Master” of the Royal
some that we thought we already
Secret
knew. When the question and answer period came “silence prevailed
in the Valley!!” Most of us were too
spellbound to frame an intelligent question. Thank you Ben
for a most informative presentation.


THE VALLEY OF NEW BERN

THE GIFT OF RENEWAL

W

n its continuing efforts to provide quality Masonic education to its members the Valley of New Bern was pleased
to have Brother Ben Wallace, KCCH, Valley of Charlotte, as
our guest speaker on November 10th, 2014 at our Lodge of
Perfection meeting. Brother Ben took on the daunting task
of explaining the symbolism of the 32° in the allotted thirty
minute time frame. For those who were not able to attend,
you missed a treat. Brother Ben had us mesmerized for the
entire thirty minutes. His knowledge of the esoteric philosophy contained in the 32° was expansive and in a few minutes

SHERIFF BUCK

WE HAVE A JOB FOR YOU!
his Valley is growing. We are growing in numbers. We are
growing in energy and excitement. This growth is realized
by all members of this Valley, from the newest Masters of the
Royal Secret to our Illustrious Personnel Representative. Our
lodge leadership team is working hard to keep the momentum
rolling forward.
As new members are created and seasoned members start
to reengage, more work is being done to sustain this. This new
work is in the form of dinners, ritual work, proscribed feasts,
educational opportunities, retention programs, additional fundraising, and in some cases, just plain fun.
The Valley Membership Achievement Project (VMAP) has
arrived at a perfect time for us. It gives form and structure to an
organization that was already growing. As the Valley becomes
more active, the number of members needed to fill roles increas-

I

by Steve Burgess 33°

Simpson, a true Knight that has completed his earthly labors.
Yet in his passing is life. It’s as if from the winter of his existence
springs new life into the Greensboro Valley. The funeral service
reminds us that “…though the cold blasts of winter may lay
them in the dust and for a time destroy thy loveliness, their fading is not final. For in the spring, they shall surely bloom again.”
And so it is. This vernal equinox represents an end, but also a
beautiful beginning. The ascension of this Valley has begun, and
with God’s help it will continue. This endeavor will require much
in the quarries. If you are willing to help in the renewal of this
work, contact the Secretary or myself and we will find a place for
you among the workmen. 


S

ometimes the “system” really works better than expected. At a Masonic gathering several weeks ago, one of the
Knights of the New Bern Chapter of the Knights of Saint Andrew noticed the condition of a wheel chair that one of our
brothers was using. The wheel chair was in bad shape and
really needed repairs. Several of the Knights decided to see
what could be done. It was mentioned to them that the Masonic and Eastern Star Home, WhiteStone, had an outreach
program and had items available for use. Brother Mark Kolada, Executive Director at WhiteStone, was contacted. He was
able to provide a wheel chair in excellent condition. However,
the wheel chair was located in Greensboro. Mark was able
to get the wheel chair to the Grand Lodge office in Raleigh.

A plea went out and a post on Facebook was
immediately answered by Brother Tom Pope
in Fayetteville, who volunteered to drive to Raleigh, pick up the wheel chair, and deliver it to
the KSA in New Bern. From the time the need was identified to WhiteStone, until the wheel chair was delivered to the
KSA in New Bern, was less than 36 hours. The wheel chair
was re-upholstered by Knights of the KSA and delivered to
the deserving brother. All this was made possible by the fact
that one member saw a need and decided to take action. This
is a fine example of the “Craft” in action and what is possible
when one Mason decides to act. 
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THE RITENEWS OF NORTH CAROLINA

THE VALLEY OF RALEIGH

CLINIC TESTIMONIAL
by Michael May 32˚ KCCH

M

y daughter, Jillian Seversky, was seen at your ECU Clinic for an evaluation about a year ago for problems with memory and math
skills. She had problems in her class last year doing certain problems, focusing and paying attention and had certain organizational difficulties.
The evaluation showed her to have exhibited certain signs of dyslexia and memory problems, but she did score very high in her
reading skills and still loves to read and this is an area that she excels in!!
Since the evaluation she has moved on to middle school and is in 6th grade. She has been under what is called a 504B plan and has
gotten extra help for certain problems and also special seating. This has helped immensely with her work, as she has scored highly
on all of her school work and has exceptional organizational skills and has scored straight A’s in her first quarter and A’s and B’s the
second quarter.
We are exceptionally pleased with Jillian’s progress! It continues to be a work in progress but overall we are exceptionally happy
with the care we got at the ECU Scottish Rite Clinic!!
Thank you so much. Lisa Seversky (Jillian’s Mother) 

THE VALLEY OF RALEIGH

GRADUATE STUDENT TESTIMONIAL

by Michael May 32˚ KCCH
y desire to be a speech-language pathologist began during my undergraduate education at East Carolina University.
While working towards a degree in English and English Education, I began pursuing other career options that would
enable me to provide support in language and communication to students of all ages.
Helping children improve their speech, language, and literacy skills has been such a rewarding experience. My favorite
part of clinical practice has been observing children gain self-confidence by improving their communication skills during
therapy. I also have experience doing research in the area of cleft palate and related disorders, and hope to utilize my
specialized knowledge in this area during my full-time internship and clinical fellowship.
I can honestly say I cannot believe how lucky I am to have found such a perfect and diverse career. Thank you so much
for supporting my graduate education. Your generous support will help to ensure I continue to focus on my coursework,
clinical experiences, and research projects throughout the remainder of my graduate education.
The Scottish Rite Foundation has provided resources to ensure children with language and literacy disorders will receive top-notch treatment in our clinic, and I am proud to know this tradition will continue on long after I graduate from East Carolina University.
Sincerely, Jillian Nyswonger, ECU Graduate Student Clinician • Speech-Language Pathology 

M

THE RITENEWS OF NORTH CAROLINA
THE VALLEY OF WILMINGTON

THE VALLEY OF WILMINGTON

by Richard W. Knauss, 33°-

by Richard W. Knauss, 33°-

SWEETHEART BANQUET

T

he Valley of Wilmington will hold its “Sweetheart Banquet Dinner and Dance” on February 14. Post cards will
be mailed to the membership and up-to-date information
can be found on our website www.wilmingtonaasr.org or by
calling the Temple at (910) 762-6452, 800-708-8680. 

THE VALLEY OF WILMINGTON

2015 REUNION
by Richard W. Knauss, 33°-

T

he 2015 Spring Reunion is scheduled for March 6th &
7th. Petitions are available at the Temple or on the “Reunion” page of our website http://www.wilmingtonaasr.org
Remember that the initiation fee is $300.00 per candidate.
Petitions will be accepted as late as 7:00 A.M. the morning
of the first day of the reunion. Up-to-date information can
be found on our website or by calling the Temple at (910)
762-6452, 800-708-8680.


DATES TO REMEMBER

All Stated meetings are on the Second Thursday of each
month: Advisory Council Meeting 5:30 PM and Dinner
Starts at 6:30 PM Stated Meeting Begins at 7:30 PM
Jan 8		

Valley of Wilmington Stated Meeting

Feb 12		

Valley of Wilmington Stated Meeting

Feb 14		
Valley of Wilmington
		Sweetheart Banquet
Mar 6 & 7

Valley of Wilmington Spring Reunion

Apr 4		
		

Valley of Wilmington Easter
Observance

April 29


Valley of Wilmington Annual Fish Fry


THE VALLEY OF RALEIGH

CLINIC TESTIMONIAL

by Michael May 32˚ KCCH
y son, Dylan Clapper received audio testing services a few different times at the East Carolina University, Speech Language
Department. I was and still am so very thankful for the testing and the amazing people that wrote his finding report. I
cried as I read the report because finally there was a label, for what he had. I knew something was wrong, but no one was ever
able to determine anything concrete.
Without the Scottish Rite Foundation, I would have never been able to afford the cost of all the testing my son received, and
I am forever grateful for that. Although Dylan’s test was several years ago, he was and still is being allowed extra time for test
taking, and priority seating which has been a very positive result in his grades.
Alisa Hugdahl, (Dylan’s Mother) 

M
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2 014 FA L L R EU N ION
Memorial Class
Evander C. Godwin, 32°, KCCH – Jimmy Strickland, 32°, KCCH
Johnny Wiggins, 32°, KCCH – Benjamin Hutaff, 32°, KCCH - Ray Lander Smith, 32°, KCCH
Back Row L to R: Mike James, Freddie L Latham, Marion Warren, Ronald C Brown, Joshua A Walker, Mark A Roam
Front Row L to R: Bobby Morris, Walter S Aiken, A.C. Everett, Jr.,33°, General Secretary; Edward A. Gaskins, Jr., 33°, Director of
the Work; Michael C. Saviak, III, 32°, KCCH, Class Lecturer; Ralph E Kerley, Augustus E Floyd
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THE RITENEWS OF NORTH CAROLINA

THE VALLEY OF WINSTON-SALEM

2014 JOINT FALL REUNION
by Christopher Pearman 32° KCCH

O

n October 24th and 25th, 2014, the Winston-Salem
Valley held a joint fall reunion with the Greensboro
Valley at their temple. We offer our sincere thanks to the
Valley of Greensboro for their kindness and hospitality
during this event. Our Valley welcomed three new Masters of the Royal Secret into our fraternity: Damon Wear,
Jonathan Black, and Robert Kepley. 


THE VALLEY OF WINSTON-SALEM

2015 KSA OFFICER
INSTALLATION

by Christopher Pearman 32° KCCH
n November 13th, 2014, the Knights of Saint Andrew
installed their 2015 officers and initiated three new
members: Joe Slade, Benton Williams, and Bob Blair.
Congratulations to Bobby Golding on being installed as
Knight Master as well as to the other 2015 officers.  

O

Front row (L to R): Joe Slade, Matthew Shelton, Bobby Golding,
Todd Hildebran, Bob Blair. Back row (L to R): Andy Thomas,
Benton Williams, George Powers, Chad Delp, Jamie Sanchez,
Bill Carter.

THE VALLEY OF WINSTON-SALEM

NOT FOR WIMPS

by Joel Black 33º, Personal Representative

L

et’s be honest! Ethical behavior is not for wimps.
It’s just not easy being a good person.
It’s not easy to be honest when it might be costly, to play
fair when others cheat, or to keep inconvenient promises.
But then again, what is “your word” worth?
It’s not easy to stand up for our beliefs and still respect
differing viewpoints.
It’s not easy to control powerful impulses, to be accountable for our attitudes and actions, to tackle unpleasant tasks,
or to sacrifice the now for later. But didn’t we promise to
learn to “subdue our passions?”
It’s not easy to bear criticism and learn from it without
getting angry, to take advice, or to admit error.
It’s not easy to be consistently kind, to think of others

first, to judge generously, or to give the benefit of the doubt.
It’s not easy to be grateful or to give without concern for
reward or gratitude.
It’s not easy to fail and still keep trying, to learn from
failure, to risk failing again, to start over, to lose with grace,
or to be glad of another’s success.
It’s not easy to look at ourselves honestly and be accountable, to avoid excuses and rationalizations, or to resist
temptations.
No, being a person of character isn’t easy. That’s why it’s
such a lofty goal and an admirable achievement. That is
what makes the difference between a “rough ashlar,” and a
“finished ashlar.” Is not this why we labor as Masons?


THE VALLEY OF WINSTON-SALEM

SAVE THE DATE – 2015 GOLF TOURNAMENT
by Christopher Pearman 32° KCCH

Friday, June 12th, 2015, the Winston-Salem Valley will be holding their fifth annual golf tournament at Meadowlands
Golf Club in Winston-Salem. This will be an all-day tournament, with morning and afternoon flights available. We have
many spots available for sponsors as well as players. Please join us!
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